Sea Star

PASTOR’S
PONDERINGS

“That Sunday, in a strange city and church, far from
home, my voice was set loose in praise of God. Losing

myself in praise of God, I was found. “

| was moved by Anthony B. Robinson’s reminder of how
worship lifts us beyond ourselves. He writes,

“| was a stranger in an unfamiliar city, attending a
conference. | was far from home and, in the words of Jesus of Martha, |
was “anxious about many things.”

Butit was Sunday and | went to worship in a nearby church.
[ was in an unfamiliar church among people | did not know. And yet,
as we rose to join in the opening hymn, something happened. | was
caught up in praise.

Lost, | was found. Found in the big story of God’s grace and
purpose. My voice was set loose in praise and a sense of wonder and
gratitude was renewed in my heart.

The praise of God invites us to cease our frequent and
restless preoccupation with ourselves. Praise of God challenges our
natural self-centeredness and sense of accumulated grievance. Praise
invites us to turn our attention to what makes life good and to the
generosity we have experienced.

That Sunday, in a strange city and church, far from home,
my voice was set loose in praise of God. Losing myself in praise of God,
[ was found.

Robinson titled his devotional “in spite of,” this telling of
how he is lifted out of his burden, his loneliness. Our worship this
month fit well his theme.

On October 3rd we will celebrate World Communion Sunday,
singing songs from lands near and far. As we sing, in spite of trouble in
the world, we proclaim a unity in Christ. We come beside the people of
the nations with song.

On October 17th, we begin our covenant season asking each
person of the church to prayerfully choose how they will respond to
Jesus in this coming year. In spite of the world’s demands, we each
commit our gifts and trust that others will commit theirs allowing God
to put us together in the best way possible to be church.

continued pg. 2
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PASTORS

PONDERINGS

continued from page 1...

On October 31st, we remember those who have gone before us into the next life in our Remembrance Service. The chosen date is “All Saints
Day,”a day that is often used to remember the legacy of those we love. And, in spite of the tears that will surely be shed, the worship will lead us into
the joy for“in our living and in our dying we belong to God.”

In worship we are sustained, we are loved, we are freed.

And, a request that, in spite of your desire to linger a little longer at home on a Sunday morning, you decide instead to come 10 minutes early
justin case John Robinson decides to show up. For we who work hard to build a steeple on the sand to invite people in would do well to be here to greet
those seeking to be found. Thanks!

In Christ,
Heather

HaPPY BIRTHDAY

Paige Phillips 10/1 Scarlett Hensman  10/19
Conley Kipp 10/5 Joe DiChiro 10/21
Kathy Merriman 10/5 Esther Kneeland 10/21
Hutton Grabiel 10/6 Gabriella DiChiro 10/23
Kristina Baker 10/10 Madelyn Casserly ~ 10/24
Dave Mercer 10/12 Giuliana Haug 10/24
Leslie Kazarian 10/13 E.mma Terrgri 10/24
Tony Lombardo 10/13 Jim Geocaris 10/25
Brett Greenlee 10/14 Nicholas Webster 10/26

° Cass Casserly 10/15 Carter Britt 10/28



“I'm SpirrTuaL, But Not ReLiGcious”

How often have you heard something like that response
when you've asked your friends about their religious beliefs or
their spiritual journey? If it seems you hear it more than you used
to, you're right. In 1998, this was the response of 9% of American
adults. By 2008, this figure had grown to 18% of those adults
under 40 years old.* (In certain regions of the country, like ours,
this figure is considerably higher.)

None of this comes as a surprise. Given the way the
Christian “religion” has behaved over the past few decades, the big
surprise may be that 82% still describe ourselves as religious at all.
Any religion which manages to make the Transcendent trivial, the
deepest mysteries shallow, honest inquiry a sin, outer conformity
the norm, comfort the goal, manipulation the means, or its gospel
a bludgeon deserves to lose ground.

“Spirituality,” on the other hand, carries very little
baggage. To describe oneself as “spiritual” leaves plenty of room
for personal interpretation. What exactly do people mean when
they say “I'm spiritual?” Visiting the Grand Canyon takes my
breath away? I believe in a Higher Power? I have the capacity
and the right to decide right and wrong for me? I am an
individualist who refuses to capitulate to the systems of others? I
believe many paths lead to God? I believe that nature is sacred?
I hold to certain ideals including compassion? I value other

things more highly than money and profit?

To be “spiritual” often means to be free from the demands of
commitment, creed, or community. (One cynic has observed “
‘Being spiritual but not being religious’is the perfect fit for people
who don't want to accept accountability or authority but who
aren't quite ready to say they have no soul.”) Of course each one
of us is spiritual, given that we are created in the image of God.
We value the sublime and the creative; the good, the beautiful,
and the true. We recognize unseen dimensions beyond those we
can measure with the five senses or with scientific instruments.
We respect internal principles every bit as certain as the laws of
Euclidean geometry.

I am no longer ashamed to describe myself as “religious.”
I am religious! (“Religion” comes, etymologically, from the Latin
“re” and “ligare”—*“to bind” or “be bound”—of which one cognate
is our word “ligament,” which binds muscle to bone.) I freely
choose to bind myself—however imperfectly—to Jesus, and to
His Way, and to you sisters and brothers in this faith family, and
to the practice of particular disciplines and standards of ethics and
service. (Have you given thought to what you have freely bound
yourself?)

Philosopher Peter Kreeft has observed that our
contemporary fear is not the fear of death, as it was for those
in Greece or Rome in Classical antiquity. Nor do we fear hell,
which was the overarching fear to Christian, Muslim, and Jewish
societies during the Middle Ages. Kreeft says the fear of our age
is “the fear of meaninglessness itself.” That it all means nothing;
“Nobody home” in the universe; to invest or sacrifice or care
deeply is all nonsense because it’s all nonsense—we’ll all be dead
and gone soon enough anyway. We have to delude ourselves into
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thinking anything really matters, and then sedate ourselves
into acting so—even while the more sophisticated among
us have already gotten smart. (Philosophers, authors, artists
and poets have been wrestling primarily with this fear of
meaninglessness for a century and more.)

We have a great deal to offer those who see
themselves as spiritual, who fear meaninglessness. We
worship the God who transcends space and time; the
Creator who knows us and cares about us personally. Jesus
of Nazareth, Jesus the Son of God, has shown us that
this earthly plane is not the end and that death is not the
end—He overcame death on the Cross. Our experience
of Christian community and caring, however flawed is
our participation in it, convinces us that our lives count
for something and that every child of God is vitally and
objectively important. Not just because we feel it is nice
to think of everyone humanely or inclusively—but because
God loves each one and Jesus has redeemed each one. Each
person matters, and each life has profound, eternal meaning.

It’s true that we're not always easy with the
demands of our religion. Most of us are educated enough
and independent enough, to bristle at least a bit at anyone
telling us how we are to behave, or what we had best believe.
It’s easy for us to justify not showing up to worship God
every Sunday or not tithing or not introducing others
to the love of God we have come to know in our church
community. We may believe we can go straight to God
without need of others. We may not choose to think of
ourselves as “religious.”

So it’s with humility and gratitude that I keep
trying to engage those who see themselves as “spiritual but
not religious.” They may not yet recognize His voice, but
the Good Shepherd keeps calling out for them. (God has
allowed each of us to respond in our own way in our own
timing, and God extends the same respect to others. I am
no better than those who call themselves spiritual; I probably
just need Jesus more.)

Paul tells us the fruits of the Spirit are love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-
control. I pray that God allows these spiritual attributes to
color our conversations and actions with our spiritual friends.
I believe Jesus would love for all of us to know the peace and

the joy which follow when we freely bind ourselves to His
Spirit and His Way.

God bless you,
Chip

*according to The General Social Survey




CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION

This month our Sunday School students (1% grade and older) will be continuing on a journey through Genesis. This month we
start by following Abraham and Sarah and their family as they put their trust in God’s care. Their story is a powerful one, although their
family’s experience is not without some bumps in the road. Are you walking with us? Here’s what we're working on:

Sunday Oct. 3 — Abraham, Sarah and Lot — Genesis 12-13

Sunday Oct. 10 — The births of Ishmael and Isaac — Gen 16:1-17:22; 18:1-15;21:1-7
Sunday Oct. 17 — Hagar and Ishmael — Gen 21:8-21

Sunday Oct. 24 — Jacob and Esau fight — Gen 25:29-34; 27:1-28:9

Talking with your child about our faith throughout the week helps them learn that our relationship with God is not just for
Sundays. Feel free to use the Gather‘Round calendar insert to help find easy, fun and memory making activities that you can share as a
family. These activities give you a chance to talk about what they are learning in Sunday School, to hear their thoughts and to share your
perspective.

See you Sunday!

Jan Shea

ﬁ%%& that build young disciples

""l”‘ﬁ Building children’s ministries

10GOS IS STARTING on October 13th!

Logos is an all church program that invites children and adults into Christian fellowship and witness through 4 keys—
recreation, worship, Bible Study and shared fun at dinner.

Program time: 4:30 - 6:30

Wednesdays: October 13 through November 10th
Please register on the patio starting in October.
Adults and children are invited to participate.

Contact Heather if you would like to make yourself available to serve and/or your children to participate.



ey
premnnugs | ol o pEcau [y Huprsy A1 1y ] apramad w gl SRy L) S ey
J0 DHNCT ST U nnd sengmu gy | ey aunlony o md aunlang mof sy | -aowf oy oo ol paoyy
A CEET] SR p uan s = A HpaEIEEu e | e o uEey o AWE- LT
s o gaulinw can *prynak e Ay we pryom |y ‘agpany semtor | soadaprd Bupg By | amean ‘pog ey, oier SE-GTEr g
a5 Hunm @fiyump | 2gpnE Guley v QR MAET|  TENRINEG OF GSE | TR MDA eIy | ey aprnd w a5 e
e pue oEy [ | MR R IMEE ) g FAm BF PHED Iy JF| neqpuegow g | eiAiesyl gF | nesgpus gomr ¥
o end e 1 i il e,
ey Yo PR A mn s
Tiucy pere Burap P 0 JUUE | ERIN0 pRO nok uga TioM AR | @ yes Y e Ery | 30 m s onoge e RAGMMLY LY 0 e
‘i amm) nad punoy B w P Uy pul | MEQEIMEE R VHO | punner Syns Buppip | u) e e e | cenes speeu sundee] | sege s o ped
e B e sy | pac e e foep gmuam pun miley weap- ol wipy | 3Emaan ap w = By yupp ey LE-NiLE NuLnp
IS uSATTPe R L | LS IS ERURlY | RSy ROG GL-/ LT | P et ue o TN I | U papEE UL
e wea mling X pum 1nbey Ff sshan pey LF At e or mrvEg BL e mfing BL pumJsliny Il
ol ol e
vop 1oe S pene
sy purH] yoea |y s parsdasd pos =Ly -y Supeogg ae
JoBupmau g e | ) ol o | G SRR e fE o pueer | o sadeno veoo ‘peg
- e aup ay fumm [ ge) shuussuppely | adoal o Bumeg e | sleoaspagion | aaaepbgueapu) | -ELESFLEL
Buyesip o o pup T RN U | YRR MU e | ARy AU S e | R AD]ap aosaq) WL AFUID Laes | TELL- 1L W
Arg s Sy LI RLATY W | PU Uy LS 1L | P et o plmudion s | S ay pean ppEdy JnEN pum -]
Apquauspmel g FOaN gL e Py L | ATk g1 e peen P ey L mnggey g
NP SN ALY
eypachan we o Zyy 3y yIRpa ) By “fop vop o v
) oqe | AumEqy woepapy o | e el s pue ap = Burrag s wappn | rolappa low nel
Rumnl SHunESHLE nl A S HO Y SN | DL TR pOy A A | oA N e e T | AS w S ARanD | AN OF JLAE el TR
Sgvas e g nok | s g -pus] Bugns apenyepcdugue | Anp oy vl naed | apuen s punos sugy | ey sasny o opn EL-Z | Weuumg
v owna Buci semg | Sas mpunh w2yne maulmanuey | fumynoloyz-L7L| =8 pemdppnem| e o g ]
Pumueany Habeuy g LS pueuRsy g mompnayl AU pEY | TOEEqUEgY O 2 RRSHPEURNY § | pUE g usigy §
2 ]

L AN Ca-

* Jes

a1 rd

iy
LUl W

saljilie ]

—ﬂ-‘

wr E

= Telnsbnl W - . TH] T1. o S e W e SN~y W Tyt N Hr__.-.-u-l.-.
T sy jSmprmmerym N LWL =7 et ..r-n b )

| 9Y3 pUe pos Jnoqey[el



CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION
Seminary for the Rest of Us

Fall 2010 Session:
October 12th-November 16th

“The Origins of Oup Facth,
Genesis and the Ancéent Near East”

Seminary for the Rest of Us began last fall with an examination of some of the earliest Christian writings with our study of the
Book of Galatians. In our Spring session, we moved through the Gospel represented in the four forms of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John. So
now that we have a grounding in the early church and the four gospels, we thought it was time to take a look back to the beginnings of our
Judeo/Christian faith.

This fall we will be wrestling with highlights from Genesis, with our objective being to gain a contextual understanding of these
foundational stories to our Christian Faith. Although we will be examining the dialogue between Genesis and the surrounding cultures
of the ancient near east, the material we will be covering lends itself to less of an academic study (no way to be completely accurate that
far back in time) and more to lively discussions about the meaning and ramifications of these key ideas that are presented in the opening
chapters of our Old Testament.

We will, of course, be following in the same S® ‘U waditions as last year--anyone and everyone is welcome, as are questions,
doubt and incredulity! The only requirement is an openness and honoring of our diverse theological perspectives. You are invited to bring
any of your friends to this study, particularly those who have never felt comfortable in church settings or other kinds of bible studies. All are
free to try the first class and no one is obligated to attend any more classes unless they choose to do so.

We expect thought-provoking discussions as we handle some of the most controversial topics in the bible!

One other thing. . . the class was at room capacity for the Spring Session, so if you are intending to come, please sign up as soon
as possible so we can determine whether or not we will have to find a bigger room!

Date:  Tuesday evenings for six weeks, October 12-November 16, 2010
Time:  6-7:30 p.m.

Place:  The Parlor at Corona del Mar Community Church

Text:  The Bible (please bring yours to class if you have one)

SRU is facilitated by Laura MacKinnon, MDIV,
Fuller Theological Seminary

SIGN UP BOOK CAN BE FOUND ON THE PATIO

Please contact Laura MacKinnon (949) 514-0441 or Pamela Brown at (949) 378-7312 if you have any further questions.



MUSIC

NOTES

Ah, the first weeks of autumn...and with
them some of the hottest days in L.A. history.
Who says we don't have weather in Southern
California.

It’s good to be back into our fall schedule

at church. I'm glad to be working with our
Chancel Choir again, and hearing good singing
from the congregation. We've been trying to
mix up the styles of music a bit, and most of you are
responding to that very well with your singing.

I do need to back off one planned musical event for this coming Advent season. We are
torced to postpone till next year the planned ‘Messiah sing along’ concert slated for the
afternoon of December 12®*. With out going into all the details, it was just too much to
prepare, with our planned major Christmas cantata the very next week. Couple that with
scheduling conflicts with some of our singers for that day, and it just didn't make sense
this time around. We never want to present music that is ‘not quite ready’, and a Messiah
performance is no small undertaking. Give us one more year on that. Thanks.

We are definitely still on for our singing of ‘Canite Tuba’ (Sound the Trumpet) with full
brass and percussion ensemble on December 19, in the 10am morning service. Though not
long in length, this is a powerhouse of a piece to celebrate the coming of the Christ. We are
very excited to sing and play it for you. More on that as we near the date.

'Thanks for a fine twenty-one years in your midst. I guess I'm finally legal... Looking forward
to more years of making music with and for you at Community Church.

God bless,

Rodger




WORSHIP

SCHEDULE

Sundays

8:00 am Closer to the Cross
9:00 am Adult Sunday School

10:00 am Worship with Full Choir
10:00 am Children Sunday School

PUMFPKINFESTIVAL

THEFALL FATH TEAMINVITES EVERYONE. TO
FPARTICIFATE OCTOBER 3 15T AFTER CHURCH. PRING
YOUR FAVORITE. HOMEMADE. PUMPKIN FIE. OR ‘FALL”
PIE..OR JUST BRING YOUR AFFETITE! WE'LL SUFPLY
THE WHIFFED CREAM. | HE. CHILDREN WILL MAKE.
CARAMEL AFFLES AND DECORATE. PUMPKINS.
CFLEBRATE THE SEASON!
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