


Greeting	 	 	 	 	 	          Rev. Ray Jordan 

As the gathering music begins, please quiet your hearts and minds for worship 

Gathering Music: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”         Emma Whitten,  
	 	      Henry Ley 	 	 	  	 	 	   organ 

Words of Welcome   

*Call to Worship:    
One: Welcome, friends! Every week we declare, “No matter who you 

are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here!”  So, remember, whoever you are and wherever you’ve 
been this week, there’s a place for you here.

Many: We come just as we are, ready to be met by God’s love.

One: Someone once asked Jesus, “What matters most?”

Many: And Jesus answered with one word: love.

One: Love God with everything you’ve got: your full heart, your entire 
soul, your whole mind.

Many: We bring it all, the joy and the worry, the questions and the 
hope.

One: And love your neighbor as you love yourself.

Many: The neighbor beside us, the one across town, and even the one 
we haven’t met yet.

One: This is the heart of it all, the greatest calling of our lives.

Many: God loved us first, and now God calls us to love.
One: So come with hearts opened to the love God has given!

OPENING THE CHURCH TO ALL PEOPLE

✦ ORDER OF WORSHIP ✦

OPENING OUR HEARTS TO GOD’S LOVE 

We’re here to love, and to be loved. Let us worship God 
together!

Many:



*Hymn of Praise: “Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with Your Love”	 	    #446 

*Please stand as you are able in body or spirit



* ⁺ 𖥔 ݁. ˖ Children are invited to join Sunday School. ˖ . ݁𖥔. ⁺ * 

Prayer of Consecration 

One: Loving God, you’ve shown us what matters most, and it all 
comes down to love.

Many: But we confess, love doesn’t always come easy for us.

One: Sometimes our hearts are divided, pulled in a dozen 
directions.

Many: Gather up the scattered pieces of us, and make our hearts 
whole again.

One: Sometimes we love people who are easy to love and avoid 
the ones who aren’t.

Many: Stretch our hearts, O God. Teach us to see every person as 
someone you treasure.

One: Sometimes we forget to love ourselves, or we love ourselves 
so much there’s no room for anyone else.

Many: Heal what’s wounded in us and humble what’s puffed up, 
so we can love the way you love.

One: Transform us, Holy One. Change us from the inside out.

Many: Shape our thoughts, soften our hearts, and move our hands 
to serve.

One: Today we offer you our whole selves: heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.

Many: Here we are, O God. We belong to you.
One: Set us apart for your purpose and send us out as people of 

love.

Many: May everything we do this week point back to you, our 
greatest love. Amen.



Prayer Response: “It is Well with My Soul” 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way. 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
It is well (it is well) 
with my soul (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul! 

Mission Moment	 	 	 	                   Joanne Reynolds 

Offering: “O God of Mercy”		 	 	              Matt Weaver,    
	     Simon Lole          	 	 	 	             	  soloist 
 
*Doxology: “Praise God From All Blessings Flow”	    

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Please stand as you are able in body or spirit



 

Scripture: Matthew 22:34-40 (NRSVUE)	 	   	        Mike Todd 

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, 

they gathered together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, 

asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment 

in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a 

second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On 

these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Response

Sermon: The Greatest	 	 	 	          Rev. Ray Jordan 
 

Ministry of Music: “I Have Chosen You” 	 	 	 Chancel Choir	           
	 	 	        James Chepponis 

"I have chosen you," says the Lord. 
"It was not you who chose me; it was I who chose you,  
and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that all you ask the Father in my name will be given to you." 

Community Reminders 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.

Many
:

Thanks be to God.

OPENING OUR MINDS TO GOD’S STORY 

 OPENING OUR LIVES TO BE INSTRUMENTS OF CHANGE 



*Closing Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”	 	 	      #48  

*Please stand as you are able in body or spirit 
(cont. on next page →)



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            
*Blessing for the Journey 

Blessing Response: “Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord”	 	         
	 	          Paul Inwood 

Music for the Journey: “Prelude to the Te Deum”           Emma Whitten,         
	 	  	   Marc-Antoine Charpentier             		   organ

Once the music for the journey begins, you’re invited to sit  
and enjoy the music ~or~ join us for fellowship on the patio.

Closing Hymn (cont.)



(more on next page! →)

In the Bible, a covenant is a sacred agreement or binding 
promise between God and a person or group of people. In our 
time in CDMUCC, we believe that in Christ we’ve been given the 
freedom to choose whom and what we will serve, live for, and 
dedicate our lives to. That’s why we renew our membership 
annually by submitting a covenant that describes our plans for our 
relationship with God and this church for the coming year. 

We invite you to use the month of October to take this 
meaningful step by reflecting on your faith and writing your 
covenant as a way to grow deeper in your journey with Christ and 
your connection to our community. 

You can fill our your covenant online! Access it 
through our website, our eBlast, or with the QR 
code. You can also pick up a paper copy from 
Rev. Ray at the end of service or from the church 
office. Please drop off completed paper 
covenants to the church office! 

	 	 	  Access the online form here!  
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Want to stay up to date on all our events? 
Click the links below to follow us on our socials and 

stay in the loop so that you never miss a thing!

Try our Hashtag on Instagram! 
#cdmcommunitychurch #cdmchurch 
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